works now before us.
The first on the list is truly a great undertaking, and displays an extraordinary amount of labour and research. The present volume constitutes the first of three parts into which the work is to be divided; the other two, which have not yet appeared,.
being destined to treat of chronic constitutional diseases and diseases of the individual organs. This first part is dedicated to the Epidemiological Society of London, in acknowledgment of their labours for the promotion of public hygiene; and if this society wrought no other good than the stimulation to labour of such men as Hirsch, its existence would be amply justified.
The diseases treated of are the following, in the order here given: 1, Malarious Fevers; 2, Yellow Fever; 3, Cholera; 4, Typhus Fevers; 5, Furuncular Plague; 6, 7, Measles; 8, Scarlet Fever; 9, Erysipelas; 10, Sweating Sickness; 11, Dengue; and 12, Influenza. In studying the geographical distribution of each of these diseases, the author has referred to almost every memoir and document bearing upon the subject. Copious references are given to the works of every author quoted, and this circumstance of itself greatly enhances the value of the work.
"We propose to make a few brief observations under the head of each of the above diseases.
I. Malarious Fevers.?The relative prevalence of these affections in every quarter of the globe is considered, as also their varying prevalence at different periods of time. The author then goes on to show that no race or nationality enjoys an immunity from malarious fevers, but that the natives of malarious countries are the subjects of these diseases less frequently and in a milder degree than strangers. The In those regions, on the other hand, which are frequently visited by plague, the wetting is as sudden, and in some places more effectual, but the drying is less rapid but more continuous. In the formermentioned disease, the abstraction of vital electricity is larger, the shock to the system greater and more sudden, and the course of the disease shorter. In the latter disease, the abstraction of vital electricity is not so large in quantity, but is more continuous, and the course of the disease is more protracted. It continuous. The former he believes to result from some morbid action of the cerebro-spinal nerves, while in the latter the ganglionic system is chiefly affected. Indeed, the whole argument of the work may be summed up in the following fundamental proposition?
" As in the nervous system we recognise two grand departments?viz.: 1st. The cerebro-spinal system, all the normal actions of which are subject to cessation and interruption; and 2ndly. The ganglionic system, all the normal actions of which are of a continuous and uninterrupted character, so in the manifestations of febrile diseases do we distinctly recognise two grand distinguishing characteristics, respectively typifying the normal actions of these two systems of nerves. Thus, a character of paroxysm obtains in certain cases, while a character of continuousness as plainly marks the others." (p. 11.) Cerebrospinal and ganglionic neuroses consequently constitute the basis of the author's classification. In the former class he includes neuralgia, tetanus, epilepsy, hooping-cough, croup, spasmodic asthma, intermittent fevers, dengue fever, and yellow fever; and under the latter, diarrhoea, cholera, typhoid and typhus fevers, and the various exanthemata.
We make no comment upon the author's views, which, of course, are entirely hypothetical. His work, however, will be found to contain an interesting account of an epidemic of diphtheria, which occurred at Augusta in the autumn of 1848 (p. 76), as also accounts
